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Homeless count says fewer home- 
less, but there appear to be more 


By Linda Dumont 

The 2016 homeless count conduct- 
ed by Homeward Trust on October 
19 recorded 1,752 homeless people in 
Edmonton, a 24% drop from the last 
count in 2014 when just over 2,300 
homeless people were counted. Home- 
ward Trust’s biennial homeless count 
is used to track changes and trends in 
Edmonton. The count was conducted 
by 250 volunteers over a 24 hour 
period. The population of Edmonton 
overall has increased by 2.5% since 
2014. 

“Despite the numbers dropping, 
there are still 1,752 Edmontonians 
without a home, with 70 per cent of 
those identified as chronically home- 
less,” Susan McGee, CEO of Home- 
ward Trust Edmonton, said. “We know 
this count does not reflect the growing 
number of people and families who 
are struggling to make ends meet, and 
to keep a roof over their heads.” 

McGee said the count provides a 
snapshot. “Eighteen hundred people is 
a lot of people,’ she said. “Of those, 70 
per cent were identified as chronically 
homeless.” 

But Julian Daly, executive director 
of the Boyle Street Community Servic- 
es, says the results of the latest home- 
less count in Edmonton are too good 
to be true. In a statement to Metro he 


From our readers 


Hello Linda! 


said, “While I dearly wish they were 
true, they simply don't reflect what 

we are seeing on the ground, and we 
would urge caution in accepting their 
accuracy. We appreciate the work that 
was done on the count, but frankly _ 
the figures are inconsistent with pretty 
much every other piece of evidence 

— empirical and anecdotal — which 


shows homelessness on the rise in 


Edmonton. For example, the count 
indicated that there were just 30 peo- 
ple living rough in the river valley and 
parks. Yet our street outreach teams __ 
have worked with over 800 different _ 
people living rough this year alone. 
They also saw a 43-per-cent increase 
in people camping in the river vale 
this summer.” 

He said another key indicator of 
homelessness is the number of people 
without addresses who use his agency 
as a place to pick up mail. That num- 
ber jumped dramatically, he said, from 
1,600 last year to 2,200. 

Hope Mission, however, has seen 
a drop in the number of people using 
their shelters from 600 to 700 in 2014 
to 400 to 500 in 2016. 

The Bissell Centre Housing Ser- 
vices reported that they have helped 
545 people in the month following the 
homeless count. 


My name is Linda Crosby and while I was at Old Strathcona Farmer's Market 
this morning having breakfast I ran into John from Alberta Street News having 
coffee with Ali. I met her and her husband Don some years back when they were 


i homeless and picking bottles on a Sunday morning. It started to rain so I invited 


them to take shelter on my patio and I gave them coffee. I have been praying for 
them to get off the street and I’m elated they are married and off the street! They 
have big hearts and beautiful smiles! So happy life is working out for them...I told 


| them if they believed they could have a home; it would happen and it did! 


THE VIEWS PRESENTED ARE THOSE OF THE 


CONTRIBUTORS. 
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Ending Child poverty - Twenty eight years later 


By Timothy Wild 

There was quite a bit of media 
coverage of “charity” over the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. Agencies 
were profiled, individuals were select- 
ed for consumer miracles, and causes 
were highlighted. I have always had 
mixed feelings about charity. Char- 
ity meets a need and helps, perhaps, 
salve my spiritual conscience. There 
is certainly a place for charity. But 
it doesn't always result in necessary 
transformative social change. In fact, 
in many ways, it actually puts a brake 
on momentum for that much needed 
change. Take food banks for example. 
They meet a basic need, but, ultimate- 
ly, they also perpetuate food insecurity 
and dependency. 

However, back to the issue of char- 
ity in general, I guess what really got to 
me in all the coverage was the repeated 
use of the phrase “deserving kids” I 
think that was an unfortunate choice 
of words and reflects the bad old days 
of the Poor Laws, granular and critical 
judgment, and the haunting specter of 
the workhouses. I would argue that all 
our young people, regardless of social, 
economic or cultural background, 
have the right to supports, services 
and the open road of opportunity. All- 
children are deserving of the predict- 
able foundations of justice, inclusion 
and participation. Sadly, though, in 
reality this is not actually the case, a 
point glaringly reflected in a report 
card - A road map to eradicate child 
& family poverty - released recently 
by the anti-poverty advocacy group 
Campaign 2000. 

Campaign 2000 was created in the 
late 1980s when the House of Com- 
mons unanimously adopted a motion 
to end child poverty by the year 2000. 
Obviously, despite considerable lip 
service, this hasn't happened, and the 
report notes that “nearly 1 in 5 chil- 
dren” live in poverty. That amounts 
to over 1.3 million children. And “60% 
of status First Nations children on 
reserve live in poverty’. This is a com- 


plete disgrace. Alberta's child pov- 
erty rate, at 16.8%, is lower than the 
national average, but that is 16.8% too 
many. Although it is probably quite 
obvious, there are very few, if any, in- 
dependently poor children; they live in 
poor families where the intersection of 
social and economic marginalization 
rooted in class, race and gender is alive 
and kicking. 

Therefore, when we look at the 
poverty of children we need to look at 
poverty in general and, as suggested 
by Campaign 2000, adopt a compre- 
hensive approach to poverty reduc- 
tion. Some of the elements of this 
approach include a national housing 
strategy, an early child education and 
care program, enhancements to EI 
and increased funding for the Canada 
Social Transfer. 

Additionally another social policy 
tool with some promise in reducing 
poverty is a basic guaranteed income. 
Now there are a number of approaches 
to basic guaranteed income, each of 
which has its own particular ideologi- 
cal baggage. For example, there would 
be those who suggest the provision 
of basic income to all Canadians, and 
then the market, rather than social 
services, would be the forum for actu- 
ally meeting the basic needs of food, 
shelter and clothing. Obviously, this 
would be fraught with difficulties as 
the “market” isn’t actually that effective 
or efficient when it comes to the dis- 
tribution of social goods. And there 
would be considerable discussion 
about the rate of the guaranteed in- 
come. To be sure, though, basic annual 
income does have a place in a broader 
approach to poverty reduction. Cam- 
paign 2000 suggests that basic income 
“must complement a strong program 


of public and social services, a well-de-_ 


veloped strategy to create quality jobs, 
and robust employment standards that 
support families to escape poverty’s 


‘multiple dimensions.’ 


It will not be easy to generate 
public support for and adoption of 


basic annual income. The extension of 
justice and inclusion is often sacrificed 
at Capital’s altar. But it is possible. 
After all, we have a precedent with 
our pension system. Lower-income 
seniors are guaranteed the support of 
Old Age Security and the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement. These social 
policy advances have had the impact 
of reducing the poverty rates of older 
Canadians, particularly older, single 
women. Yet, as with many solutions, 
there has to be broader buy-in. This 
will require time, patience and unre- 
mitting advocacy. 

All of our young people are 
worthy of inclusion. They all deserve 
an “equal start and an open road” to 
quote the British politician Roy Hat- 
tersley. For this to happen we need to 
tackle familial poverty. As mentioned, 
there are few, if any, independently 
poor children. Charity may play a 
part. But there has to be more, and 
a basic guaranteed income would go 
a long way to supporting economic, 
social and cultural inclusion and end- 


ing poverty. 


although 
it Was 
minus forty, 


Janne 
was outside 
Smoking. 


So jong 


the cold 
no longer 


bothered 
him. 


| oc anit’ 
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In this job you kind of feel like Santa 


Claus 365 days of the year - part one 





By John Zapantis 

When I look back at all the 
milestones I’ve reached while having 
an impact on our street newspaper, I 
quite often scratch my head and laugh 
from time to time, about how I made 
_ my humble beginnings as the Alberta 
Street News Media Relations Coordi- 
nator. 

This interesting and innovative posi- 
tion that I’ve held successfully, for the 
last 5 years, made its unexpected call- 
ing while roaming through the back 
door residence of Alberta Street News 
Founder and Editor Linda Dumont. 

It was there while in her office 
handing her my memory card so that 
she could download for a story that I 
wrote for an upcoming ASN issue that 
Linda popped the question to me, If 
Id be interested in helping to celebrate 
the upcoming Alberta Street News 
name launch, where the paper’s name 
was being changed from the former 
Edmonton Street News to the newer 
name - Alberta Street News. 

I immediately formulated a help- 
ful game plan in my mind to add a 
little spice to this offer, by confidently 
replying and said, “Not only will I 
come down to help you celebrate, but 
Ill also contact the media on behalf of 
our paper, mentioning to the media in 
written emails that we're celebrating 
the historical name change and the 
helpful contributions of our writers 
and vendors.” 

Linda continued on with her happy 
attitude by also mentioning that the 
Calgary vendors, who were part of the 
Alberta Street News, would benefit 
from the name change, Alberta Street 
News and would no longer look like 
a bunch of awkward Calgary vendors 
holding up an Edmonton Street News 
paper in Calgary. That theyd finally 
have a name they could call their own. 

These Calgary vendors once vended 


for a street paper called Calgary Street 
Talk that was published through a 
social organization called Calgary Ur- 
ban Project Society (C.U.P.S). CUPS 
stopped publication in August of 2010. 

One of their vendors, thinking it 
was the end of the world, jumped to 
the pumps and phoned Linda long 
distance, asking her if she could start 
sending them papers to sell with the 
old Edmonton Street News logo. Linda 
came to the rescue and started sending 
these Calgary vendors papers by mail, 
as these happier vendors joined the 
ranks of the many Edmonton vendors 
with Alberta Street News. 

So with that in mind, I self made the 
title Alberta Street News Media Rela- 
tions Coordinator, adding that on to 
my letter head as I wrote to 16 media 
outlets, emailing written invitations to 
get the local media networks including 
various mainstream and community 
newsprint publications to come on 
down and interview our editor, writers 
or any vendors available at this up- 
coming historical name launch. 

‘One and a half months prior to 
the January 3rd, 2012 Alberta Street 
News name launch, I went into a silent 
prayer while in front of my computer, 
asking the Good Lord to at least send 
me all the major visual media to come 
down to our name launch and some 
newsprint publications. I asked that 
that power in prayer be verified to me 
through a miracle. 

Well, like the bible often suggests, 
‘Ask and ye shall receive. One month 
and 16 letters later, on the day of the 
historical name launch, would you 
believe all five major media networks 
vans were parked in front of Linda's 
house on both sides of the streets. _ 

The vans parked outside consisted 
of the big five whom I called on in 
prayer - network vans for CTV, City 
TV, Global Television, CBC and the 


People’s Aboriginal Television Net- 
work (APTN). 

When I walked through the front 
entrance of Linda's house, there to 
greet me were members of the various 
major media lined up waiting for their 


_ turn to interview Linda. 


While Linda was standing in her 
kitchen being interviewed by various — 
English major visual media, Calgary 
vendor Andie W. L. was in Linda's 
living room being interviewed for Al- 
berta Sweetngrass and the Aboriginal 
TV network APTN. 

I was even interviewed by Shari 
Narine of the Alberta Sweet Grass 
newspaper and was quite honoured to 
have been interviewed in an Aborigi- 
nal newspaper, since I’m two ethnic 
origins in one, Greek and Italian and 
non-Native! ; 

After the ASN name launch had 
come to an end I raced home to watch 
the telecast coverage of the ASN name 
launch to see what the results had 
brought after all that work I had done 
that made this all possible with that 
idea of mine to write and send media 
invitations to the major networks and 
various newsprint publications. 

This was going to be just as excit- 
ing as election results, when people 
are often glued to their TV sets while 
patiently waiting for the politician of 
their choice to win like I was, when I 
was channel surfing that night look- 
ing out to see what my ASN Editor 
Linda Dumont had said to the big five 
major television networks. 

When I turned on the television to 
view the evening news I tuned into 
CTV and there was Linda a minute 
latter giving her take on the historical 
name launch, then with another turn 
of the dial to CBC there was Linda do- 
ing it again from her kitchen proudly 
going on about the paper's transi- 
tion from Edmonton Street News to 


Alberta Street News and the reason behind the 
big change. A few seconds latter I turned the 
channel selector to City TV and caught a glimpse 
of Linda tuning out at the end of that interview, 
followed by another turn of the dial where I 
caught her on Global TV just at the very ending 
of her interview with that channel as well. 

Since I never had cable TV it wouldn't have 
been possible to watch the APTN telecast version 
of the Launch, but I was still happy with the end 
results of what my hard earned efforts brought to 
the table for our paper when it came to getting us 
coverage. 

Altogether out of the 16 letters that I had sent 
out to television networks and mainstream and 
community publications, nine of the follow- 
ing TV and newsprint publications replied and 
covered our event. They included CTV, CITY TV. 
Global, CBC, APTN and Calgary sister stations 
CTV and CBC. 

Two Edmonton newsprint publications also 
responded and covered our event. They included 
Alberta Sweet Grass and the Boyle McCauley 
News, who ran an editorial on the event. 

The following week when I rolled up to 
Linda’ door and was invited into her kitchen, 
she beamed a smile at me and happily declared, 
“From now on youre in charge of Public Rela- 
tions” 

[had no problem finding a title for my newly 
appointed position with the paper. My self named 
title from here on in would be to be known as Al- 
berta Street News Media Relations Coordinator. 


Since that historical milestone achievement, I’ve 


gone on to many interesting projects. 
To be continued in the February issue 
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John Zapantis on the ASN 13 Anniversary celebra- 
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accomplishments 
were finding a free roll up sign for hiring ASN 

vendors that was donated to ASN for this, then writ- 

ing a story on owner Keith Ponton of Signify Signs to | 

thank him for making it possible. John also designed 

and funded an Alberta Street News logo sewn and 
embroidered caps by Elite Sports that he awarded to 
ASN writers and vendors for their contributions to 
our paper. 
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Fasten seat belts: interesting times ahead .. 


By Allan Sheppard 

A man lived in Vancouver, in a cot- 
tage by the sea, 

One night he called the sheriff up 
And said "They're robbing me! 
There's twenty crooks around the 
house, 

Please tell me what to do!" 

The sheriff said, "Don't let ‘em in, 
That's my advice to you!” 


[Chorus] Shut the door! 

They're coming through the window! 
Shut the window! 

They're coming through the door! 
Shut the door! They're coming 
through the window! 

Oh! the room is full And won't hold 
any more! .......00 

(Mann / Ives / Kern / Howard) http:// 
tinyurl.com/jhtg9gt 

If you are like me of a certain age 
you might remember the song from 
the 1950s that included those goofy 
lyrics. It came to mind as I meditated 
once more on possible consequences 
of Donald Trump's election as presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Trump's manipulative, exploitative 
campaign appealed to millions of vot- 
ers who, like the man in the song, felt 
surrounded, threatened, about to be 
overwhelmed by a wild and fearsome- 
ly wide assortment of “crooks”—Mexi- 
cans (code for immigrants—legal and 
otherwise--from Central and South 
America, including Mexico); Muslims, 
citizens or not, refugee and otherwise; 
African Americans regarded, though 
never actually labelled, as uppity; 
“nasty” assertive women (also under- 
stood as uppity); workers in China 
(for stealing American jobs) and their 
leaders (for manipulating currency 
values to abet that theft); and, per- 
haps worst of all, conventional politi- 
cians and elites (academics, media, 
entertainment personalities, the well 
educated)—every one of them venal 
to the core and hopelessly out of touch 
with bedrock values and interests of 


real Americans, when not actually 
working to undermine them. 

Trump's message amounted to a poli- 
tics of grievance and identity deftly 
and deceptively turned, with enthusi- 
astic support from a self-identified “si- 
lent majority” of voters who believed 
themselves long-suffering victims of 
grievance and identity politics, against 
its supposed originators, all of them 
self-selected members of one politi- 
cally correct minority or another. 

It proved a potent (potentially tox- 
ic) brew; enough voters in key states 
drank the Kool-Aid to elect Trump. 
The politics of grievance trumped the 
politics of the status quo framed as a 
second coming of the politics of hope. 
I don't believe all or even most of 
the people who voted for Trump are 
bigots; nor do I believe all Clinton 
voters were free of their own kinds of 
bigotry, bias, and insensitivity. 

Some Trump supporters certainly 
are bigots (or worse), but it seems 
arguable that many of them—and oth- 
ers who are not bigoted—found real 
and valid grievances beyond bigotry 
to justify their choices. (Just as many 
members of minorities have valid, 
if not populist, grievances against a 
system that works against them.) 
After a run of maybe 40 years, clas- 
sical neo-liberal economics and 
governance seemed bankrupt. It was 
characterized by taxpayer bailouts of 
too-big-to-fail financial institutions 
and secretive free-trade deals seem- 
ingly designed to shed high-paying 
jobs to low-wage, unregulated com- 
petitors while enabling domestic and 
foreign industrialists, financiers, and 
speculators to amass hoards of ex- 
orbitant profit in secret offshore tax 
havens. Meanwhile those supposedly 
in charge seemed tone deaf and un- 
able or unwilling to acknowledge the 
inequity that resulted from their roles 
in creating the inequality. 

That is not an unreasonable 
description of the state of the union 


in late 2016, with all the implications 
it has for Americans (not to mention 
the rest of us, living as we do in each 
other's pockets in a globalized world). 
Yet Hillary Clinton and the Democrats 
basically offered more of the same, 
while trying to make it seem somehow 
new. 

The fact that Clinton won the 
popular vote by a significant margin 
suggests that many Americans— 
mostly on the east and west coasts 
in “post-industrial” corners of the 
economy—are doing fairly well. The 
status quo probably seemed to them 
better than the Trumpster's promises, 
seasoned as they were (and remain) 
with misogyny, racism, white suprem- 
acy, aggressive political incorrectness, 
othering, and a law-and-order agenda 
that could make the grim record of 
recent penal regimes in the U.S. seem 
strangely benign. 

The fact that Trump won, while 
artifact of a democratically embarrass- 
ing Electoral College system, enabled 
an economically oppressed, depressed, — 
and ignored populist minority to 
rebuke a self-righteous, self-satisfied 


“popular” majority; a majority that 


might simply have felt better able to 
afford tolerance and inclusiveness 
than the distressed victims of seem- 
ingly forced and arbitrary deindus- 
trialization of a once-great industrial 
power. 

But Trump's victory is also evi- 
dence of a reality that I focused on last 
month and return to briefly here: the 
economic system in the United States 
is broken, as is the political system 
that Americans rely on to maintain 
and sustain their economy. 

Instead of acknowledging the 
economic and political bankruptcy 
manifest around them, Clinton and 
the Democrats copped out: The best 
answer they had to Trump's “make 
America great again” shtick was 
“America is already great.” Neither 
is in touch with reality, but at least 


Trump’s slogan recognizes problems. 
exist and need fixing. 

Trump deserves credit for seeing 
and saying the obvious with respect to 
the U.S. empire and its would-be em- 
press’s new clothes. But there are two 
problems for which he will likely earn 
and deserve blame; and shame. 
Problem One: while Trump sees and 

says at least some truths about eco- 
nomic and political dysfunction in the 
US. and worldwide, the reasons he 
identifies are misguided. They point to 
solutions that will not fix things and 
will probably make them worse. 
According to Trump and his support- 
ers, the U.S. economy has collapsed 
because too many well-paying manu- 
facturing jobs left the country, blown 
offshore by unfair competition from 
low-wage, unregulated, and unscru- 
pulous jurisdictions that were enabled 
by trade deals negotiated incompe- 
tently or in bad faith by politicians 
who know nothing about business 
and do not understand or care about 
the needs and aspirations of ordinary 
people. 
That is a truthy notion: it feels right. 
But it is wrong. 

Millions of jobs have been lost 
in recent decades, but far more to 
automation—computers and the 
robotics and artificial intelligence they 
enable—than by offloading to other 
countries. Historian and free-lance 
columnist Gwynne Dyer, who writes 
regularly on the issue, notes that in the 
early days of globalization many more 
jobs moved from high-wage, strong- 
union rust-belt states in the U.S. north 
to low-wage, weak-union sun-belt 
states in the south than to China, 
India, or Mexico (although some jobs 
went there too, and to Canada); but 
since then “eight American jobs have 
been lost to automation for every one 
that went abroad” [The End of the Big 
Trade Deals; this and other writings 
on the subject can be found at gwyn- 
nedyer.com/archives; Dyer may not 
have all the answers, but he asks good 
questions. ] 

And that’s just the beginning: 


Dyer and others point out that “47 
percent of American jobs are likely 

to be destroyed by automation in the 
next 20 years.” The transportation 
sector—trucking, taxis, transit and 
intercity buses—will be hit hardest, as 
driverless vehicles take to the roads. 
(Note that the economic wrecking ball 
known as Uber is at the leading edge 
of this movement toward driverless 


transportation, an industry that now 


employs a third or more of all men’ 
working in the U.S.) 

Moreover, artificial intelli- 
gence and emerging deep-learning 
techniques that enable and drive it, 
followed to the end of their logical 
trajectory, seem capable of ultimately 
performing any task currently under- 
taken by human workers—including 
designing and producing their own 
enhancements and replacements. 

Is President Trump going to stop 
that from happening? How? By lead- 
ing a kind of neo-Luddite rebellion? 
The fact that his cabinet comprises a 
barrel of billionaires, many of whom 
have grown or will grow rich from 
automation and its fruits, demands 
skepticism. 

Problem Two is that, having 
resorted enthusiastically and success- 
fully to bigotry and othering to un- 
derscore points about consequences— 
some unintended, others (wink, wink) 
not so much—of flawed economic 
policy and dysfunctional governance, 
there is nothing to stop him from 
cranking up the demagoguery to prop 
up or obscure the consequences of his 
likely-to-fail solutions. 

There is nothing like a foreign 
or domestic enemy to distract the 
masses and build or secure a cult-like 
following, especially in the face of real 
or trumped-up chaos. Trump and his 
supporters have already identified 
plenty of enemies of both kinds. 


More to come. This thread is far from . 


finished. . 
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Beginnings- 


Endings- 


Beginnings 
By Linda Roan 5 

As the year 2016 ends, we walk 
through the door of 2017. Where the 
past year ends, we walk through an 
open door of beginnings. Despite the 
uncertainty of what lies ahead in the 
coming months, we begin the new 
year where we are, making our days 
count among our families, friends, 
and those who haven't become our 
friends yet. 

Following are a few quotes from 
thoughtful authors, painters, philoso- 
phers, and a politician, on the topic of 
Endings and Beginnings. 

-” Though no one can go back and 
make a brand new start, anyone can 
start from now and make a brand new 
ending’. 

By Carl Bard 

-” Great things are not done by 
impulse, but by a series of small things 
brought together”. 
By Vincent van Gogh 

-” A journey of a thousand 
miles must begin with a single step”. 
A popular Chinese Proverb 

-” Do what you can with what 
you have, where you are”. 
By Theodore Roosevelt 

- “Take the first step in faith. 
You don't have to see the whole stgir- 
case, just take the first step. 
By Martin Luther King Jr.’ 

And the last one that can really 
give us a boost through the door of 
Beginnings.. . 

“The more we let God take 
us over, the more truly ourselves we 
become-because He made us. He in- 
vented us. He invented all the different 
people that you and I were intended to 
be. It is when I turned to Christ, when 
I gave up myself to His personality, that 
L first began to have a real personality 
of my own’. 
By C. S. Lewis 
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By Charon Spencer sa dah eer 


“Can you give me five minutes of 
yer time?” 

How often has a salesman pitched 
that, to you, on the phone or walking 
through the mall. Usually it brings a 
spirit of annoyance, because we don't 
like to be interrupted and secondly we 
know it won't be five minutes. They're 
usually trying to get into our pocket 
to sell us something we don't need 
and might possibly be convinced to 
buy. 

I awoke from sleep the other day and 
said, “Hello Lord, thanks for giving 
me sleep last night!" In that half slum- 
bering state my mind was wondering 
on many things. I was thinking of the 
hard, terrible things in my life, how 
Christ had me prepared for the events 


_ way ahead of time. The next 
| thought that came to my 
jp head was, “What would I 
| have done without Christ in 
& my life?" 
§ Howdo people get 
‘through the hard things in 
' life without Christ to turn 
| to in their anguish, pain and 
» suffering, also as a Christian 
having assurance that heaven 
will be my eternal home. He is my 
anchor in the storms of life. He's how 
I get through. My confidence is in 
Him, that I'll get through it or go to 
Heaven, which I could totally handle. 
So what I was thinking is this, “If 1 
had just five minutes of yer time, what 
could_I say to convince you to accept 
Christ?" 

Having said all of that, "Hey, 
Buddy! Can I have five minutes of yer 
time?" Yeah I know it's Christmas and 
all that, but I've got something that is 
life altering to offer you totally free, 
man. Have you ever heard the term 
born again? Well there's this huge 
problem with man since Adam and 
Eve; it's called sin . We're all born with 
it. A holy God can not come near it so 


What can you do, 
when someone close to you drinks. 
too much? You might be surprised 
what you can learn at an Al-Anon 
meeting. | 


Call 1-888-322-6902 
for information about Edmonton (& surrounding areas) 
meetings 
Email 
edmontonalanon@gmail.com 
or visit www.al-anon.ab.ca 








He sent his only son to sufferanddie 
to be the payment for our sin as it says 

in John 3 | , 
[ Jesus Teaches Nicodemus ] Now 
there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of 

the Jewish ruling council. He came 

to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could 
perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.” Jesus replied, 
“Very truly I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” __...Nicodemus was 
totally religious but still worried that 


he would be going to hell. He came to 


Jesus at night so as to not be seen and 
Jesus tells him this. 

He also tells him you must be 
born of the water (natural birth) and 
born of the spirit the holy birth or 
born again. Jesus’ sacrifice is the only _ 
way to see heaven, God say's that 
if there were any other way Christ 
would have died in vain. It's the only 
way. This Christmas wouldn't you like 
to accept God's free gift to you. The 
true meaning of Christmas is that the 
babe of Bethlehem came to suffer and 
die for your sins. Humble your heart - 
before God and tell Jesus that you . 
believe you know he is the son of God 


and you need is sacrifice to fix your 


sin. 

You can't deal with it alone. Ask 
him to come into your heart and help 
you with your problems. Read John, 
there are a lot of answers in there. My 
fave verse has always been John 3:16. 
Get a bible and look it up. I hung a 
plaque on my brothers bedroom door 
with it inscribed. He finally came to 
Christ as it brought such conviction 
to his heart. About twenty years later — 
he was killed on a street corner beaten 
to death and the doors of Heaven 
opened wide for him. Please take’ time 
to consider Christ. If so, I'll see yain 
Heaven! 


Me and Hope 


By Remza Lagarija 


Walls of hope 

are around me. 

Steps of hope 

|) are in my wishful sea. 


Legs of hope walk me 

in meadow of happiness.. 
Hands of hope 

carry all my dreams. 


Eyes of hope look 
in my sunny days. 
Ears of hope listen to 
what my mind prays. 


Back of hope 
learns to carry 

my wishes, 

and scents of hope 
spread feelings: 
lam 

worthy of living. 


Hugs of hope 

grow from my heart, 
and spread . 
to other lovely souls. 
Words of hope 

knit my poems, 

and share them 

with the whole world. 


Hope keeps me 

in touch with me, 

with my inner strength, 

and with other gentle souls. 


Having hope 


everywhere, and all the time 


is my goal. 


HEALING 


BY THE CMHA 
WRITING FOR RECOVERY GRO! 


The Undying 


Feeling 
By Lanky 


| know there are many feel- 
ings. 

I know, there are many 
awareness’s 

Not just happy, sad, a and 
mad. 

I know that | am responsible. 


That | make myself happy. 

| make myself sad. 

That I make myself glad. 
And that | make myself mad. 


Of course there are situa- 
tions. 

That are bound to come up. 
Entirely up to me how | step 
up. 

This life is not a race nora 
game. 


Responsibility for how I re- 
act. 

Is mine to maintain. | must 
not blame. 
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Am building in my family? 
Am building in my friends? 


The professionals that sup- 
port me. 

Do | speak lies to them to no 
end? 

Or do | tell the truth and seek 
to mend 

The underlying feelings | hide 
and defend? 


So | close away intrusive 
thoughts? 

My mind wanders seeking 
revenge 


. Because the hurt inside of 


me never ends. 
My thoughts go round and 
round, images too. 


Feeling no justice, so reason 
becomes lost 

Hurt, anger, betrayal, anger, 
distrust, anger. 

There is a way for these un- 


- comfortable feelings. 


Express the underlying feel- 
ing, the one | forgot. 


It is really my choice to over- 
look an irritation. 

It is my choice to speak with 
assertion or aggression. 
When | forgive, angels rejoice 
and heaven sings. 

There is more than sad and 
mad in your possession. 


| am sorry for the bad experi- 
ences you may have had, 

It is yours and yours alone 
to make yourself happy and 
glad. 

May peace be with you until 
your end. 

As you speak your true feel- 
ings and mend. 
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The Fallen Tree 


By Sharon Auston 

2017 is upon us with all it's shin- 
ing promise and mystery. No one 
knows what this year will bring. 
Living on the East Coast, our lives 
have been impacted by the fierce 
storms brought by global warming 
and the resulting climate change. 

I remember the ice storm of 
2008 where we awoke to a strange 
but beautiful alien world where 
every tree was draped in a spar- 
kling coat of shimmering ice. The 
huge electric power towers stood 
twisted and bent'looking like the 
movie Transformers after the bat- 
tle. Of course everyone was with- 
out power for more than a week. 

Then there was the 
"Snowmageddon" of 2015 where 
the snowdrifts rose up to the 
window and the snowplows tried 
in vain to keep up. It was the first 
time in over 40 years that I saw 
snowdrifts in the woods in May. 
This was followed by last year's 
mild winter where people would 
smile broadly at each other and say 
“what winter" when asked about 
the weather. It was the first time I 
had ever seen the river stay open 
all winter. 

The extreme weather brought 
out the best and the worst in every- 
one. Some folks took in strangers 
to shelter them while others fought 
over the last can of kerosene at the 
store. 

Even our summer weather has 
changed and we sometimes get 
the high winds, storm serge, and 
lashing rain of the tail end of a 
hurricane. I will always remem- 
ber the summer of 2013 when we 
encountered such a storm. My son 
had come home from Vancouver 
for a visit and he was enjoying 


trout fishing and driving around 
the backwoods roads on his four- 
wheeler. Halfway through his visit, 
the storm warnings were issued 
and we were faced with the rage of 
a summer storm. Downed trees 
took out the power and he helped 
me scoop buckets of water from 
the river. It was summer, so there 
was no worry about keeping warm 
and the small generator kept the 


refridgerator running. I cooked his - 


trout outdoors on the campstove 
and we made coffee that tasted like 
spruce and cedar from the river 
water. The next day the EMO 
(emergency measure's organiza- 
tion) came around bringing eve- 
ryone flats of bottled water. Jon 
thought it was a real adventure, just 
like camping when he was young. 
On his last day home he scooped 
his dirty clothes into his suitcase as 
there was no way to wash them and 
ran up to the river for a bath. 

On the way to the airport, we 
stopped in to see Jon's uncle. My 
husband and his brother are both 
big talkers and when the two get 
together there is no way to get a 
word in edgewise. All you can do 
is nod your head and say hmnhmm 
once in a while. I saw Jon's eyes 
start to glaze over and his head 
was slowly falling toward his chest. 
Suddenly there was a tremendous 
crash and we all sprang from our 
seats and ran to the window. The 
high wind had broken a huge tree 
and it had fallen right where my 
car was parked on the street. 

"My dogs!" I cried rushing out 
the door to see if my two dogs, who 
went everywhere with me, were _ 
o.k. My heart flooded with relief as 
I saw my little chihuahua's beauti- 
ful face peeking out from un«'er the 





branches covering the back win- 
dow. A small crowd had gathered 
on the sidewalk all staring at the 
downed tree and talking about the 
storm. . 

"That car must be totalled," I 
heard one woman say as I tried to’ 
see my car beneath the tree. My 
son and three other strong by- 
standers dragged the tree away 
from my car and everyone stared in 
disbelief as a strange hush fell over 
the crowd. The tree had fallen with 
such precision that the trunk had’ 
landed on the road beside the car 
and two huge branches had cradled 
my car leaving it without a scratch. 

"Wow!" I heard one older gen- 
tleman say. "That's some kind of 
miracle!" Everyone stared at me 
as he asked: "How do you explain 
this?” 

"Jesus protected my dogs and 
my car." I said in awe and everyone 
nodded in agreement. 

Jon had a great story to tell 
when he got back to the big city 
and he had the pictures to prove it. 

We may not know what the new | 
year will bring or what challenges 
we may face but there is one thing 
that we can stake our life on. In the 
words of that old Gospel song: “I 
know not what the future holds of 
good or but I know in whom I have 
believed ... 


Support Alberta 
Street News 


Buy an ad - rates as low as 
$600 for a full page ad. 
Get a subscription - only $45 
per year 
Call - 780-428-0805 
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Attainable New Year's Resolutions 


By Joanne Benger 
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- I will feel no guilt when ‘I break all 25 resolutions. 


I wont balance my check book.. 

I will drive when distracted. 

I will refuse to weigh myself - ever. 

I will fill the fridge with food past its best-before date. 

I wont do the laundry until I have nothing clean to wear. 
I will stock up on candy, cookies and chips and force myself to eat them daily. © 
I will not waste money visiting the dentist. 

I will throw away my comb and toothbrush. 

I will try to enjoy adult movies. / 

I will take up drinking and smoking to excess. 

I will stay up until 3 a.m. and sleep until noon. 

I will never arrive on time. 

I will learn two new swear words. 

I will burn ,my Alberta Health Card. 





I will share my neighbour's prescription drugs. . bP Sas BA pe 

I will drink tap water in secret. - us y Kat and i} resol y 
I will refuse to watch educational T.V. : & ae 0 ge et yieh in 40{ is 

I will stop wasting time and energy on exercise. Sp [xe ee acer etic eh 

‘I will put off procrastinating. é : 


I will attempt to spend more than I earn in 2017. 

I will eat more sugar, salt and fat/ 

I will try to break the habit of reading. 

I will party more and work less. 

I will fill my basement and garage with valueless clutter. 
I will recycle less and litter more. - 


y prop phecies for 2017 


famous blonde actress will get divorced and remarried. 
There will be politics and politicians in the new year. 
Easter and May Day will arrive on schedule. . 
People with the initials T and N will make headlines in a positive way. 
Fast foods will get faster and obesity will grow. 
A new more efficient style of running shoe will be invented. 
Ebola and Congo fever will resurface and a new drug will be found effective for treating both. 
A cure for dementia will be found in a long forgotten document written by a doctor whose name no one remembers. 
Bikinis will get smaller and men’s bathing trunks will get longer and looser. 
Skinny jeans will go out of style and wider legs will once more be favoured. 
A link will be found between high fat, alcohol, smoking and tooth loss. Tooth loss will become one of the targeted 
illnesses of 2017. 
Self driving cars and self eating restaurants will become popular. aah 
Two UFO sightings will make the news. 
There will be storm warnings and rumours of storms but the major storms will by pass us. 
We'll have a balanced economy in 2017. Pensions will go down and inflation will go up. 
The stock market will be bearish when it is not bullish. 
A major new invention will make smart phones obsolete. 
GNP will decrease and debt will increase and the average Canadian will be wealthier. 
There will be a new Miss Canada in 2017. 





} 
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When a child comes into the world, 
he/she is so vulnerable. The child has 
no armour; nil defences, in fact the 
child has not even a personality. How- 
ever every child has a certain aura, the 
of our being — Which is 

- 
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We claim to abhor crimes against 
children but have we become so de- 
sensitized that when one more child 
becomes a statistic we look at the case 
as a reality of today’s world. 

We have to De aware that before 
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been so unbelievable tortured at the 
hands of the people that claim to be 


So many times when the ‘the child 
seeks help from the mother, the moth- 
er is so emotionally detached that she 
does not welcome anything that might 
mean for her to have a confrontation, 
so time after time, the one that is left 
in a situation that is unbearable is the 
innocent child. 

‘The government is paying the 
parents and caregivers so children can 
get the basic needs in life but no one 
seem to care about the other needs 
of the child and yet this money very 
seldom is spent on the child. That 
money ends up for liquor, drugs, alco- 
hol or even for gambling. Adult needs 
become a precedent to a child's need. 

Many times in order for mothers 


to save on babysitting, they leave their 
child in the hand of someone that 





resents being put in that position. Ihe 
mother goes to work with the kind of 
assurance that the children are being 
with “an adult” who is complying with 
the law., shutting down her mind to 
any problems that may be at home. 
Besides paying the bills, she is able to 
be distracted from her own home life. 
The child, the silent warrior, has to 
face another day of the kind of abuse 
that children might be subjected to;, 
the child has no tears anymore as no 
one can hear the pain that he/she is 
going through. 

The child is given the responsibil- 
ity to make her own lunch but with all 
the worries that this child carries, the 
making of the lunch is forgotten and 
she goes without eating in the morn- 
ing and maybe for the rest of the day. 
The fear of her tormentor has become 
part of her daily life but the fear like a 
dark shadow follows her every place 
the child goes. The fear that she might 
do something to upset the tormen- 
tor makes her resign herself to live 
in an oppressed state and is causing 
her to turn her pain into herself by 
blaming herself and looking at herself 


through the eyes of her tormentor. 
This tormentor through his/her daily 
abuse has completely changed this 
child, who becomes a target for bul- 
lies at school, becoming a person in a 
survival mode. 

Children are cast as shadows and 
as burdens when their primary rights 
are completely stripped from them. 
They are not allowed to cry, they are 
not allowed to tell on the offender and 
they are not allowed to seek help. If 
the child complains, the abuser denies 
everything and the detached mother 
does nothing to stop the abuse. 

All of these are the kind of breeding 
cradle that will develop into anxiety, 
depression, feelings of helplessness, 
anger, detachment, hypersensitiv- 
ity, confusion, etc. and will affect the 
healthy development of the child in 
every way. We are raising time bombs 
with no help in sight. 

These children live every day 
rationalizing, negating, looking at 
themselves in such a negative way and 
unfortunately they will fail to question 
all these things in the future, like silent 
warriors will carry all of this for the 





First Say of the Day 
Didn't really go anywhere in 
2016. Went out to Canmore a cou- 
ple of times with a friend in his 1995 
Mercury. Did a lot of bottle and can 
runs close to home. Did OK. Started 
around May and finished up in Octo- 
ber. Averaged between 100 and 150 a 
month. Didn't do it just for the money 
— did it for the exercise. And got to 
meet some pretty good and interesting 
people along the way. Didn't do any 
dumpster diving. Was afraid I would 
get stuck and get really dirty. Did a lot 
of bike riding. Had a lot of fun. 


Another Christmas, Another 


Year Gone by 
It seems that the older you get the 
faster the days, weeks, and months slip 


rest of their lives. 

As mothers how is it possible that 
we can disown ourselves in such a 
way that we create an environment 
that seems so familiar and so toxic 
and bring up our children, con- 
tinuing the same path that we were 
forced to walk in our lives. And the 
circle of abuse will continue to keep 
going on and on for generations. 

I beg you this Christmas make the 
kind of difference on your children’s 
lives that will have a terrific outcome 
in their lives. And every time we see 
abuse of children we must speak out 


Rob’s Corner in 
Calgary 


By Robert Champion 


_ by. Well, looks like I will have spent 
another Christmas alone, which I 
don't mind. Getting used to it. I do 
have my friends, good people for me 
to hang out with at the Lord Nelson 
Pub and at Calgary Associaiton of 
Self Help downtown Calgary. And 
once in a while over at the Watch 
mans Pub on 17th Avenue S.W., 

: Tenth Street Landing in Sunnyside 
N.W. Calgary and the Regal Beagle 
on 14th Street N.W. all within biking 
or walking distance. That is all I really 
need — to have good people in my 
life. And to enjoy my retirement.I can 
hardly wait until my birthday coming 
up on January 24th. Turning 66. usu- 
ally have a lot of fun! 


People and Places 

Fond memories of the friends I 
had growing up in New Westminster. 
B.C. in the past, 40 some years. Hitch- 
hiked out to Penticton back in 1969 
when I was 18 with a couple of friends, 
short and sweet, and fond memories 
of where and when I met Lorna in 
front of the Pacific Café in New West- 
minster B.C. on a cold wet January 
30 in 1977. She was 19 and I had just 


and speak for them so they do not 
have to follow the trail that wrecks 
their lives and leaves scars that will 
never go away. 

These silent warriors do not 
ask to be born. We as mother make 
the decision to bring them into this 
world and it is our obligation to en- 
sure that they grow up in an environ- 
ment free of abuse in any way. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
FANTASTIC 2017. 
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turned 26 . And the fond memories 
I've had since - lots of friends over 


the past 37 years here in Calgary, my 
adopted home. 


What's on My Mind 

Well, the Calgary Flames seem to 
have been playing much better hockey. 
Have another birthday coming up Jan. 
24. Can hardly wait. Nothing really 
planned. Just get together with some 
friends, have some pints of beer, turn- 
ing 66, made it through another year. 
Dont really plan, just kind of wing 
it. Hard to believe that I have lived in 
Calgary for 37 years. Spent most of my 
adult life here. It's been just over four 
years since my common law wife, Lor- 
na, passed away. I have good friends 
who have helped me to move on. 


Last Word 

No big plans for this year. May 
go visit some friends in Vancouver. 
Haven't been to Vancouver since July 
2014. May do a rail trip across Canada 
by way of VIA Rail. Starting from Van- 
couver. I'm rarely in a hurry to get 
anywhere. I prefer to take my time 
when I travel. Hope to settle down 
some day. Just don't believe in Inter- 
net sites such as Plenty of Fish. 'm 
old school when it comes to meeting 


people. 


Novena to St. Joseph 
O Glorious St. Joseph, faithful fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ, to thee do 
we raise our hearts and hands to 
implore thy powerful intercession in 
obtaining from the benign heart of 
Jesus all the helps and graces neces- 
sary for our spiritual and temporal 
welfare, particularly the grace of a 
happy death and the favour I now 
implore. (State favour desired.) 
Say the following seven times - O 
Glorious St. Joseph, through the 
love thou barest to Jesus Christ and 
for the glory of his name, hear our 
prayers and obtain our petitions, 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. J.M. 





ALBERTA STREET NEWS PAGE 14 


MacDonald 


Lofts 


October, 2016, Alberta Street 
News published a letter from 
Donna Koziak and Manon Aubrey 
regarding Macdonald Lofts and 
concern for the future of the ten- 
ants, most of which are either on 
small pensions or social assistance, 
or AISH. A copy of that letter was 
sent to Mayor Don Iverson, City 
Councillor Scott Mckeen, and Da- 
vid Shepherd, MLA for Edmonton 
Centre, with the following addi- 
tion: 


Dear Scott, David and Don, 

Please see the attached let- 
ter that was published in Alberta 
Street News in October, 2016. (if 
you missed that issue, read it on 
albertastreetnews.org) 

And lo, our direst predictions 
appear to be about to come to pass, 
as the Katz Group purchases the 
Lofts. 

For the residents of the Lofts 
the forced loss of their homes 
would be every bit as cataclys- 
mic as last year's fire was for Fort 
McMurray's people - much more 
so, actually, because the Lofts folk 
already hold their lives so pre- 
cariously on the edge of the abyss, 
because their lives have already 
been stories of loss, victimization 
and abuse that they are struggling 
to overcome. 

We are sure that we don't have 
to remind you that bullies are bul- 
lies, whether on a schoolyard or the 
centre of a great city. Those who 
stand by and do nothing are impli- 
cated in the crime. 

Sincerely, 
Manon Aubrey, Donna Koziak 





Doanna and Manon received re- 
plies to the letter from all three of 
the recipients: 


Reply from the Mayor’s of- 


fice: 

Thank you for reaching out of 
the Office o the Mayor. We appre- 
ciate you taking the time to share — 
your concerns with us. Unfortu- 
nately, the city cannot intervene in 
the private sale of a building be- 
tween two parties. It is my under- 
standing that the Katz group will 
work to relocate current residents, 
according to a statement from 
the Ice District: “In the event that 
any existing residents need to be 
relocated, ICE District Joint Ven- 
ture will work with those residents, 
the Government of Alberta, and 
other social agencies on a process 
to find permanent, safe and afford- 
able housing solutions focused on 
improving the quality of life for 
residents of the MacDonald Lofts 
Property." . 

The City of Edmonton is com- 
mitted to creating an inclusive city 
and remains committed to provid- 
ing affordable housing options, 
especially Downtown. The Quar- 
ters District is a great example of 
this as it will offer a mix of different 
housing options. 

Thank you, 
Liam Hudson 


Reply from Scott McKeens 
office 

Scott asked me to write you 
on his behalf as he's in meetings. I 
hope that's okay. 

First off, thank you for writ- 


ing in and taking the time to share | 


your concerns with the Councillor. 

I apologize for the delay in getting 

back to you. : 
Our office has heard a lot about 


MacDonald Lofts since the an- _ 
nouncement of the sale was made: 
concerns from advocates like 
yourselves, along with feedback 
from agencies and citizens. We also 
regularly hear from residents of the 
Lofts, upset about their living con- 
ditions and the unsafe/unsanitary 
nature of their units. 

Our office is pleased to hear 
what MLA Shepherd has noted and 
that the appropriate agencies have 
been notified. Our office is opti- 
mistic that residents will be found 
appropriate, affordable housing to 
move into. 

That being said, Councillor 
McKeen will continue to advo- 
cate to the Provincial and Federal 
Governments, and private indus- 
try for the resources to build and 
maintain appropriate affordable 
housing, both supported and not, . 
for the vulnerable people of which 
you speak. Recently, he made a 
motion that asked Administra- 
tion to prepare a list of sites for the 
province in consideration of their 
upcoming Provincial Affordable 
Housing Strategy announcement 
(spring 2017) and the $892 million — 
MLA Shepherd refers to. This past 
Friday, in budget deliberations Clr. 
McKeen also advocated in favour 
of fully funding End Poverty Ed- 
monton and the Community De- 
velopment Corporation, which will 
work with communities towards 
key outcomes, including access and 
availability of affordable housing. 

Thank you again for taking 
the time to write and for being an’ 
advocate for vulnerable people in 
our city. Please know that Council- 
lor McKeen shares your concern 
and will continue to speak out 
about the lack of appropriate, safe, 
affordable housing. 

Sincerely, 
Rachael 




























Reply from the office of David 
Shepherd, MLA for Edmonton 


Centre 
Thank you for your letter outlining 
our concerns regarding the recent pur- 

hase of the MacDonald Lofts. 

As both a resident of and the leg- 
islative representative for Edmonton's © 
downtown, I’ve been pleased to see its 

ecent growth, expansion and revitaliza- 

ion. At the same time, I’ve remained 
aware of the need to remain vigilant 

egarding the effects it could potentially 
lhave on lower-income residents in our 
community. 

In August, on hearing of plans to 
aise rents at the MacDonald Lofts, I 
eached out to the Minister of Human 
ervices to discuss the issue, and was 

happy when the plans were quickly with- 
drawn. However, I remained in touch 
ith the Minister’s office to monitor the 
situation. 

When I heard the building had been 
old, I again reached out to the Minis- 
er to discuss our response. I’m pleased 
o report that he and his staff will be 

orking with community partners to 
ensure all current residents of the Lofts 
are transitioned into riew housing with 
appropriate supports and that the new 
owners provide adequate time for this to 
ake place. I will maintain contact with 
his office throughout this process. 
will also be continuing to work with | 
y colleagues and the many community 
organizations I have met with in the last 
18 months to ensure our government's 
ommitment of $892 million to build 
ore affordable housing and renew 
existing housing includes homes for 
individuals needing supportive services 
like the residents of MacDonald Lofts. 
Thank you again for writing and for 
our passion and concern. 













Regards, 
David Shepherd 
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y There is hope - paper for Cremona Minor Hockey). 
Va a S ast And faith Ryan surveyed for many years, and 





And no dope in later years followed his dream of 
That is illegal... writing, being published in several : 
a a é a We must learn different publications. For the last 19 | 
to cope years Ryan resided in Calgary and 
By Linda Dumont and go forth was an active member of Calgary 
. In a positive manner.... Association of Self Help, advocating | 
ROBERTSON, Ryan Vance Cause Christ himself for many social service issues, and f 
In mid December I received an Carries our banner!!! assisting countless friends through 
email notification of the death of difficult times. f 
Ryan Robertson, who has been a Merry Christmas to all mangement — _ Ryan is lovingly remembered by ; 
contributor to Alberta Street News Vendors and readers of his brother, Neil (Colleen) and their | 
for the past five years. Hisson Aaron Alberta Street News. Congratula- children, Chelsea and Courtney; son, 
Robertson wrote, “I am not sure tions on 13 fortunate years ...!!! Aaron (Alana) and their children, Eli 
if the news has reached you yet or All the best in 2017 © and Cecelia, along with many aunts, | 
not, but my father passed away on uncles, cousins, and friends. Ryan is 
November 29, 2016. When we were — Qbituary: | Ryan Vance Robert- predeceased by his parents, Leon and 
going through his mail we found the —_ son was born on January 3, 1953 Hazel. 


attached letter/poem in an envelope _in Calgary, Alberta. He 
with your contact information onit. _ passed away on Tuesday, 
To my knowledge it was Dad’s last November 29, 2016 in 


writing and it shows the positivity Calgary, Alberta after a 
Dad had throughout his life, which short but courageous bat- 
makes it extra special to me. tle with cancer. 

“ Dad was ever so grateful for the Ryan was raised on 
opportunities that the Street News his parents’ farm near 
provided him.’ Dog Pound, and he lived 

many years in the Cre- 
Freedom is your mona area. He was an 
active father and com- 
choice munity member, partici- 
By Ryan Robertson pating in many volunteer 
activities (including 
To all coaching, and writing in 
Who truly believe the community news- 





ae ee Christopher R Robillard 
Dear Linda 

You don’t know me, although we did chat once briefly at the Strathcona Market 

I was very saddened to hear of the passing of Christopher Robillard. 

Dale, another Street News vendor, with whom I usually chat on Saturday morning Rao I go to Planet Organic, told 
me the other day. And I read your touching eulogy to Christopher in Edmonton Street News. 

For years I have stopped and talked briefly with Christopher when my wife and I went to the Becht market on | 
Saturday mornings. And of course bought a copy of Street News from him. 

I was always impressed with his cheerful spirit, and with the fact that he always remembered my name. And amazed — 
by not only his resilience, considering the difficult life he led, but also by how much his passing touched me. 

In any case, I liked Christopher, and I will remember him, and wish to make a small donation to Street News in his — 
memory. 

In closing, I would also like to acknowledge and thank re for all that you have done to improve the lives of so many 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people. 

Sincerely, Doug Ferrier 
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